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Figure 44. Diagram of a tennis court



     TENNIS

Ace:  a serve which the receiver is unable to touch.

Set: one team has won six games and has a two game lead.

Match:  a designated number of sets.  Women and Mixed pairs matches consist of 2 out of three sets and Men consist of 3 out of 5 sets.
Fault:  occurs when a player fails to return the ball legally or does not return the ball at all.  It is also a fault if a player touches the net with his/her racquet or body part.

Line ball:  a ball that falls on a boundary line is considered in bounds.  

Net ball:  A ball caught in the net.  This is considered a fault.

The server begins with the ball, and the receiver prepares to hit it from the opposite side. However, at the beginning of the game it must be decided. But the most basic tennis rules can be the most important. Who will serve? Who will receive?

b) According to tennis rules, with the toss of a coin or a racquet the decision will be made as to who begins as the server and who begins as the receiver.

 The server 

a) The server stands behind the baseline within the same boundaries of the single court. The first serve of a game is always served from the right-hand court and alternates with each point awarded.
b) The server must serve diagonally across the net and the ball must land in the service box on the opposite side.

c) The server cannot serve the ball until his or her opponent is ready.

d) If the server misses his or her hit twice, the tennis rules state that he or she looses a point.

e) By the same token, if the ball hits the net between them and falls in the correct service box, the server will be allowed because of basic tennis rules another chance to serve the ball. But if the server moves into or onto the baseline too soon his or her serve will be called as a fault.

f) There is one server for the entire game.

Foot fault rule:  The Server shall throughout the delivery of the service:
a)  Not change his position by walking or running. The Server shall not by slight movement of the feet which do not materially affect the location originally taken up by him, be deemed "to change his position by walking or running".
b) Not touch, with either foot, any area other than that behind the base-line within the imaginary extensions of the centre-mark and side-lines.

Double Fault:  the server ails to serve either of the two balls into the proper service court.  This is commonly known as “doubles”.

Let Serve: a served ball that touches the top of the net and goes into the proper service box.  The server is allowed to reserve the ball.  

 The receiver:

a) Tennis rules dictate that the receiver can stand where he or she likes.

b) The receiver is considered ready to go when an attempt is made to return the ball.

c) If the ball drops anywhere besides the service box a second attempt is allowed.

d) On the serve, if someone hits the ball (either opponent) before it bounces, the point goes to the server.

5. Points: According to tennis rules, the server will always call his or her score first.

 “Love” means zero in tennis.

 The first point: 15

 The second point: 30

 The third point: 40

 The fourth point (without deuce): game

 Deuce: When the score is 40 (server) - 40 (receiver).  One side must win two consecutive points to win the game (1) advantage and (2) game.

Advantage in (Add In): is a situation in which the server has a chance to win the next game if he or she scores the next point.

Advantage out (Add Out): the receiver could win the game if he or she wins the next point.

 At the end of the first game the receiver becomes the server. This order is continued through the set.  The order of service cannot be changed during the set.
a) Doubles: The serve will alternate between teams or each game, with each person serving.  So, the first server’s partner will be the third server.  Partners must receive throughout each set on the same sides of the court, which they originally selected before the set began. 

 Opponents shall change sides after every odd game:  one, three, and five … 
It is a simple game that’s not quite so simple—but you have to know the basics as well as the complexities of many different kinds of tennis rules. The better you know the game the better you will play.
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